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| "YOU'RE DUE TO DIE TONIGHT, BUD, 


BY GUN OR BY GRENADE... 


| SO 00 SOME KILLING FIRST, BUD... 


THAT'S THE SKY RATS'SERENADE . 


. . . FROM THE CANTEEN SONG OF THE F 


ST, SPECIAL AIRBORNE BATTALION, 
SELF-STYLED, THE SKY RATS... 


an 


Wwe: THEY THE WORST OR 
THE BEST OF MEN? A CORPS 
D'ELITE, OR DISOWNED SONS OF 


"| THE BACK STREETS AND DALES 


FROM WHICH THEY CAME? THIS 
IS THE ANSWER THE SKY RATS 
WROTE IN BLOOD ON D-DAY... 
JUNE 6TH, 1044... 
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*$ d 
Chapter 1. Sky Rats’ Serenade 
LIEUTENANT COLONEL JOE SLADE, C.0. OF THE SKY RATS, THUMBED HIS STOP-WATCH AND 
TT K ATTACK. 


AS BATTALION M.0.1 HAVETO : WA 
WARN YOU, COLONEL SLADE . . . FOR 
SIX WEEKS YOU'VE BEEN DRIVING 
YOUR MEN INTO 
THE GROUND! 


Po WE'R' 


PA 
[S 


“DOC VERNEY HAD BEEN POSTED TO THE SKY RATS IN THE FINAL WEEKS OF THEIR TRAINING 
4 FOR THE D-DAY DATE WITH THE GERMANS . . . 
THESE ENDLESS, 









SAVAGE ENDURANCE TESTS YOU ee 
CALL ‘TRAINING’, ARE : 
SLOWLY BREAKING 





you'RE 
GETTING 
IN MY HAIR, 
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SLADE'S RUTHLESS DRIVING OF HIS MEN DISGUSTED THE IDEALIST DOCTOR WHO HAD 
VOLUNTEERED AS PARACHUTIST M.O. 


SIX MEN HAVE BEEN TRANSFERRED 
TO BASE UNITS THIS WEEK, COLONEL SLADE 
... CRACKED IN BODY AND SPIRIT 
BY Yous 


1 WON'T PULL : 
MY RANK ON You, 
VERNEY. .. JUST 
COME WITH ME! , 





SLADE STRODE OVER TO WHERE FOUR SKY RATS WERE MANHANDLING A SIX-POUNDER 
ANTI-TANK GUN OUT OF A CRATER 














WHAT ARE YOU... . MICE OR MEN? 
THE DOC THINKS YOU'RE MICE, ANY MAN 
WHO CRACKS GOES BACK TO 

y BASE CAMP/ 


c= 
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ABIE MORRIS COULD FEEL HIS MUSCLES CRACKING. SALT SWEAT MISTED 
HIS VISION AND, AS IF FROM FAR AWAY HE COULD HEAR HIS C.0.'S GOADING 


VOICE 


SO YOU CAN'T 
TAKE IT, 
EH, ABIE? 


CAN'T YOU 
SEE HE'S HAD 
ENOUGH? 


HOT ANGER PULSED THROUGH ABIE. HIS BODY ARCHED UNDER A LAST 
SUPERHUMAN EFFORT 


WHO... 


GOOD OLD ABIE... 
WE'VE DONE IT/ 
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RECKON | CAN 
TAKE IT NOW, 
SKIPPER? 


THERE'S NO PLACE HERE 
FOR MEN WHO CRACK, DOC... SO 
YOU DO YOUR JOB, AND I'LL DO MINE. 
\ SERGEANT MACKRAY, SEE THE 


M.0. BACK TO HIS AID POST... 


1 JUST WANTED 
THE DOC TO 
KNOW IT, 
_ 100... 
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VERNEY, TIGHT-LIPPED, KNEW FURTHER PROTEST WAS USELESS. 
















Bf \VE GRENADES ON AN 

EXERCISE! I'LL BE TREATING 
CASUALTIES AT THE AID 
POST TONIGHT . . . 











THE SKIPPER KNOWS 
WHAT HE'S DOING, SIR. 
WHEN THE CHIPS ARE DOWN, 
OUR BLOKES WILL KNOW 
THE SCORE... { 







= 
ZO 

aeteuesete 

BOSS SAN 





= 


THE SKY RATS STORMED THE PRACTICE HILL THEY HAD 


‘ : WE'RE SECONDS FASTER 
NICK: Neher 
CR-NAMED “BATTERSEA:RISE THAN YESTERDAY... .THE 


SKIPPER'S NEVER 


NOW YOU'RE IN THE JERRIES' KILLING SATISFIED! 


GROUND . . . YOU'VE TEN SECONDS TO STAY 
ALIVE ... WHAT ARE YOU GUYS LOAFING 
fg ABOUT FOR? 





AGAIN AND AGAIN SLADE PACED HIS MEN OVER 

THE CAREFULLY PREPARED ASSAULT COURSE 7 
... ONE THAT DUPLICATED IN EVERY DETAIL Yf ¢ 
THE HAZARDS AND OBJECTIVE THAT AWAITED [// | 


aN 


“YEW 
Mp 


IF THOSE DUMMIES 
HAD BEEN REAL JERRIES, 
SMITH, YOU'D BE DEAD 

\ ws WHAT DID You / Cy Saag @ 
DO WRONG? 47) / {aiid GR CHANCE ...1 DIDN'T 
/ BM SLING A GRENADE 
. FIRST. SORRY, 
SKIPPER... 


Ny 


THEY’RE EFFICIENT, RUTHLESS 
AND FIVE WHOLE MINUTES FASTER 
TODAY. CALL'EMOFF, CAPTAIN 44 
BENNETT... 
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THE EXERCISE OVER, THEIR SERGEANT MAJORS GATHERED THEM FOR SLADE'S 
COMMENTS AND CRITICISMS. 





_ — 
NOT GOOD, wt 
BUT NOT BAD! YOU'RE \ 5, 
LOOKING LESS IKEA )/ sue sueippen’s 
SHOWER OF: OLD PERISHIN' PLEASED 
WITH US. 


AS EACH SKY RAT GATHERED UP HIS EIGHTY- BETWEEN THE BRIG AND SLADE WAS 


POUND LOAD OF KIT AND EQUIPMENT, A THE BOND OF MEN BAPTISED IN 
MAJOR CAME UP TO SLADE. BATTLE. © 


GOOD NEWS, SLADE. a 
BRIGADIER'S \7 ~ | \/ WE'RE ON ‘READY-TO: MOVE’ FROM 
HE WANTS TO SEE ME? r ND YO! 

COMER ENTS: MAYBE HE'S GOT THE NEWS EIGHTEEN HUNDRED TONIGHT. A\ U 


1 ERS... 
WE'RE ALL WAITING HAVE ADDITIONAL ORDERS 


\FRONL THE WAR OFFICE... 


“AT LAST! THE MOVEMENT 
WE'VE BEEN SLOGGING FOR! | 
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SLADE RODE BACK IN THE BRIGADIER'S JEEP TO THE CAMP IN THE SPECIALLY 
REQUISITIONED W.D. AREA RESERVED FOR THE BATTALION'S INVASION REHEARSALS. 





IS HE 
SUCH A 


THE CHATEAU H.Q. YOUR MEN WILL TAKE. BIG FISH 


HE'S TO BE CAPTURED... 
= OR KILLED/ 


THE BRIG SHRUGGED . . . [~ SOME ARMCHAIR TYPE IN 


IMPORTANT. BUT YOUR V/TAL TASK, SLADE, 
1S TO BAG THE JERRY H.Q. IT'S THE NERVE 
CENTRE OF THE WHOLE AREA. IF YOUR CHAPS 


THE SKY RATS WON'T 
LET YOU DOWN, SIR! 
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THAT AFTERNOON EVERY MAN MADE LAST MINUTE PREPARATIONS. EVERY MAN WAS 
CONFINED TO CAMP, AND SLADE DID THE PAPER-WORK CHORES HE HATED IN B.H.Q. 











OFFICE 


HELLO, DOC. . . NOW WE'RE 
STANDING- TO, THE CHAPS CAN PUT 
THEIR FEET UP... THAT OUGHT 






SLADE SCOWLED AT THE LASHING RAIN. 
RAIN THAT COULD HOLD UP THE ORDER 
TO GO. 


= 
vow ee WE COULD BE AIRBORNE 
WHY THE cHAPS /-BY MIDNIGHT. . . THAT'S 
MONT COME For | WHY! THEY KNOW THAT 
Se ATMENT? ANY BLOKE MARKED 
ss UNFIT NOW, WILL BE LEFT 
BEHIND. COME ON, IT'S 
BRIEFING TIME. 








CHAPS AROUND THE 
CAMP WITH BURNS 

AND GASHES FROM 

THIS MORNING'S 

PRACTICE. BUT 

3 NONE HAVE 
REPORTED 

~TO ME FOR 

TREATMENT! 






NEVER IN DOC VERNEY'S LIFE HAD HE 
MET ANYONE SO SURE OF HIMSELF AS 
SLADE. 


YOU RECKON YOU 
KNOW YouR MEN, COLONEL 
SLADE. PERHAPS TONIGHT 
fh WE'LL FIND OUT IF YOUR 
METHODS PAY 
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“4 THEY'RE JUST RELAXING. IT'S CALLED PUNCH-UP . 
RUGGER...NO BALL, AND ONLY ONE RULE... YOU 
THROW YOUR OPPONENT OVER THE LINE TO SCORE... 


SLADE AND THE DOC SKIRTED THE WHOOPING THRONG UNNOTICED . . . Fa oe 


THEY'VE GONE JBERSERK, NOTHING! THAT'S SKINNER SCORING WITH GUTSY GORMAN. 
BERSERK! THEY'RE GEORDIES FROM NEWCASTLE, AND CLOSE BUDDIES. 


———$ S  —————__—_—_ — 
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7 THAT's RILEY Pp 
BREAKING THE THE FOUL FIEND 


BANK. HE'S CLEANED {HIMSELF COULDN'T 
OUT HIS PAL " BEAT YOUR LUCK, 4 


O'MALLEY... RILEY! 





VOICES CHORUSED TO THE STRUMMING OFA BANJO. . . ERBEER 





Kg | ae YOU WANT TO LIVE FOR EVER, BUO, 


NS \ Ht? NOT 60 ON THE Bal? 
Wee QE RS YOU'LL DARNED WELL DIE AND LIKE IT, BUD... 
IS PN THAT'S THE SKY RATS' SERENADE... - 


HOLD YouR 
HORSES, TAFFY. 
IT'S ANY TIME 

NoW...SO BE 

PATIENT... 


FROM HOUR TO HOUR, THAT NIGHT AND THE NEXT, THEY WAITED 
FOR THE WORD. SLADE HELD DAILY SESSIONS AROUND THE 
“SANDTABLE” IN THE 

LECTURE ROOM ... 


+. FROM THE 
DROP AREA WE 
R.V. AND MAKE 
FIRST FOR THIS GUN 
EMPLACEMENT 
OUTSIDE MOSELLE. 
THE JERRIES WOULD 
THINK US NUTS 
TOTRYIT... 
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ACROSS THE CHANNEL, NEAR THE LITTLE FRENCH TOWN OF MOSELLE, THE GERMANS 
WERE RENEWING THE DEFENCES OF THEIR 150 M.M. GUN EMPLACEMENT. 
ILE 


j ALREADY THIS PLACE IS 

IMPOSSIBLE TO TAKE . . . YET VON FROEBEN 

ORDERS US TO GIVE IT MORE TEETH. DOES 
HE THINK THE BRITISH ARE MAD? 


Tae Lb f. 
SANG 
yo 


See .¢ 


+> 


Ss 7 a 
NS meme 


——_— 


HE THINKS HE 

UNDERSTANDS 
THE BRITISH BETTER 
p THAN ROMMEL... 


= saa 
SS ae 


GENERAL VON FROEBEN, HIMSELF, WAS INSPECTING THE GUN EMPLACEMENT.. . . THE 
MOST POWERFUL STRONGPOINT IN THE GERMAN DEFENCES OF NORMANDY. 


<7 


f WE'VE TREBLED q 
OUR DESTRUCTIVE POWER 
SINCE DAWN, GENERAL 
YON FROEBEN. BUT 
ROMMEL SAYS THE 
BRITISH WILL NOT DARE 
TO COME HERE... 


HOW MUCH MORE 
FIRE-POWER HAVE WE 
NOW, HERR OBERST? 
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VON FROEBEN'S LIPCURLED .. . Sill 


OBERST SCHWARTZ. HE HAS 

CHOSEN THIS OF ALLTIMES TO 
LEAVE NORMANDY AND VISIT 
HIS FAMILY IN GERMANY... 





COL. SCHWARTZ, C.0.OF THE MOSELLE BATTERIES, ALWAYS FELT UNEASY IN THE PRESENCE 
OF GENERAL FROEBEN, KNOWN FOR HIS ACCURATE ESTIMATES OF LIKELY ALLIED TACTICS, 


THE HOUR OF DESTINY IS AT 
HAND FOR US, COLONEL. OUR HIGH 
COMMAND ARE CONFIDENT THE ALLIES 
WILL NOT RISK A LANDING ON THIS 
COAST IN THIS WEATHER. BUT! KNOW 
THE BRITISH WILL PERSUADE 
EISENHOWER .. . THEY WILL 
COME TONIGHT... 
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ALL OVER ENGLAND, THE CODED MESSAGES OF SUPREME COMMANDER EISENHOWER'S 
DECISION WERE FLASHED TO THE UNITS LYINGINREADINESS . . .« 


IT'S THE GO, SAR'MAJOR/ 
TAKE-OFF AT TWENTY- 
THREE-FORTY- FIVE 


oS 
ON THE NIGHT OF JUNE 5TH. 194-4, TWO MONTHS 7 a CHAP'S GOT TO BE HONEST 
OF REHEARSAL BECAME REALITY . . - WITH HIS MATE, SKINNER... £ 
3 YOUR MUG WOULD GIVE YouR 
MOTHER THE CREEPS... 


COME ON, GORMAN... 
AND YOU, SKINNER! THE 
TRUCKS FOR THE AIRFIELD 

ARE JUST COMING IN. 
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EIGHTY- FIVE PER CENT 


CASUALTIES ESTIMATED. TOP PRIORITY MESSAGE 
AND THE SKY RATS | FOR YoU, SIR. 1 JUST 
CHEER’ MISSED YOU AT THE 


SLADE TOOK THE MESSAGE AND RIPPED OPEN SLADE READ WITHOUT BELIEF THE NEW 
THE ENVELOPE. SUDDENLY, HIS BIG HANDS ORDERS SENT TO HIM BY SOME REMOTE 


WERE CLENCHED IN FURY, AND THE OFFICERS STAFF - OFFICER HE HAD NEVER SEEN. 
OF BATTALION H.Q. PRESSED FORWARD THEN . 
ANXIOUSLY . 


THIS ISN'T FROM \ 
THE BRIG... IT'S FROM 
AREA COMMAND. THEY 
z MUST HAVE GONE 
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VERIJEY AND THE OTHERS, UNAWARE WHAT WAS IN THE 


MESSAGE, THOUGHT THEY HAD NEVER SEEN SUCH FURY 
AS BLAZED IN SLADE'S EYES. 









FURTHER YES, 
ORDERS FOR FURTHER ORDERS 
US, SIR? -.- GET OUR MEN 
ABOARD THE PLANES 
.+. AT THE 


SLADE HAD CAST THE DIE AND DEFIED HIS. SUPERIORS . . . BUT HIS 
ONLY WORRY WAS THAT THE COMMANDER OF THE R.A.F. TROOP- 


CARRYING PLANES WOULD RECEIVE A SIMILAR ORDER BEFORE THEY 
WERE AIRBORNE. 


WHY THE DELAY, PILOT? 
QUIT LISTENING-IN AND GET 
CRACKING! 


W WE'RE JUST 
GETTING THE OKAY 
i FROM YOUR BRIGADE'S 
PATHFINDERS, SIR. 
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FROM ALL OVER THE AIRFIELD CAME THE MOUNTING ROAR OF AERO-ENGINES. FLIGHT BY 


THE R.A.E HAVEN'T GOT 
THE MESSAGE | GOT...SOON 
WE'LL BE OVER THE DROPPING 
AREA, THEN THE DEVIL 
HIMSELF WON'T STOP US! 


IN EACH CROWDED PLANE, THE MEN CROUCHED TENSE WITH THE KNOWLEDGE THAT THE 
SUPREME TEST OF ALL THEIR SOLDIERING LAY TWENTY MINUTES FLYING TIME AHEAD. 
SOME CHEWED GUM, ONE PLAYED 
YOU THINK YOU'LL GO TO HEAVEN, BUD, ae 
BY WAY OF SHOT AND SHELL? 
THE SKY RATS FALL FROM HEAVEN, BUD... 
THEI DESTINATIONS HELL 


\ 
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AS BARNEY ENDED HIS SONG, HE SUDDENLY RAISED HIS BANJO AND THERE WAS A 
SPLINTERING OF WOOD AND TWANG OF BROKEN STRINGS. 


y | sf _ 
HE ALWAYS DOES THAT JUST 
BEFORE WE JUMP. EVERY RAID 
WE'VE BEEN ON WE GET HIM SOMETHING 
NEWTO PLAY, SKY RATS’ CUSTOM 
... SORT OF FOR LUCK... 


THEY WERE CIRCLING THE LANDING AREA. THE RED LIGHT SIGNAL TO PREPARE TO JUMP 
CAME ON, AND THEN THEY HEARD THE FIRSTGUNS . . . 


FLAK OR NO 
FLAK... THIS IS 
WHERE WE JUMP! 
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FROM THE LEADING DAKOTA, SLADE WENT HEAD 
FIRST INTO THE NIGHT SKY AND THE SEA OF 
COLOURED TRACER THAT SEEMED 70 FLOAT UP 
FROM THE GROUND ALL ABOUT HIM 
~~ é 
IT'S ALMOST AS 
IF THE JERRIES 
KNEW WE WERE 
COMING ... 


















HIS PARACHUTE OPENED ABRUPTLY, THE FIRST SKY RAT TO REACH FRENCH SOIL 
CHECKING HIS FALL TO A SMOOTH ALIVE WAS “SMUDGER” SMITH. OTHERS HAD 
DESCENT . . . PLUMMETED EARTHWARDS, PARACHUTES CUT 
TO RIBBONS BY BULLETS. 

THOSE ENEMYGUNS © 7 | 

IN THE DROPPING ZONE ) Gai THE WHOLE SECTION'S 2! 

WEREN'T IN THE AIR aba GONE EXCEPT ME... 

RECCE PHOTOS THEY | 2 AND !'M WAY OUT OF 
Ne GAYE US. $ c : THE DROPPING 
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[He TREKKED TOWARDS THE GUNFIRE ANDHIS § 
STOMACH MUSCLES KNOTTED AS HE SUDDENLY 
HEARD GERMAN VOICES. 


SO THAT'S 
HOW THEY GOT 
MY SECTION! 


. THEN PICK 
THEM OFF AS 
THEY LAND/ 


EVEN AS SMITH RAISED HIS STEN, HE REMEMBERED WHAT SLADE HAD 
SAID TO HIM ON THE SKY RATS' FINAL REHEARSAL. 

A GRENADE 

29 FIRST, THE 


SKIPPER SAID.. 


” THERE'S 
ONE OF THEM 
.. GET HIM! 
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ALL SMITH SAW WAS THE ORANGE FLARE AS HIS MILLS 
BOMB EXPLODED AMONG THE SPANDAU CREW. . . THEN 
DEATH CLAIMED HIM AS THE PRICE OF HIS COMRADES’ SAFETY. § 








1 DID IT im oF 
GIVEN US THE 
CHANCE TO LEVEL 
THE SCORE. 


AN EDDYING WIND HAD SWEPT 
SLADE A QUARTER-MILE AWAY.. 


THAT'S WAY OFF OUR 
OPERATIONAL 
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THE TIGER IN SLADE SPRANG 10 LIFE AS ALWAYS WITH|~ ee 
THE FEROCIOUS CHALLENGE OF BATTLE. HIMMEL! HE'S Y stave nim, you © 
NDZ BAR 7) dots. BULLETS 
WILL DROP HIM! 





_ 
bier 
Y Rites 
eae Oe WITH YOU, 
SKIPPER! 
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THE NEW-DEAD SPRAWLED AMONG THE TOMBSTONES AS IF SILENTLY BESEECHING 
SANCTUARY FROM THOSE BENEATH THE SOIL. 


THEY'RE 
SHOOTING OUR 
CHAPS OUT OF THE 
SKY, SKIPPER! 


SOME HAVE 
LANDED... 1 CAN HEAR 
THEIR STENS. AND MORE 
WILL LAND...COME ON, 

ABIE... 


SLADE, SEARCHING FOR LANDMARKS, GAUGED THEY WERE THREE 
MILES FROM THEIR RENDEZYOUS. THEY SET OUT IN THAT DIRECTION... 


ney 


M4 
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THE AGREED GATHERING SIGNAL OF THE BUT AS SLADE JOINED THE SIX, OTHERS 
PARATROOPERS . . . ANOWL HOOT ONCE ALSO ANSWERED THECALL ... 
REPEATED . . . SEEMED TO FLOAT IN THE 

NIGHT AIR. ABIE ANSWERED IT... 


IT'S DUE WEST TOTHE 
Aw En RY. MAYBE WE'LL FIND 
IT'S THE ws ONLY B COMPANY HADA 
SKIPPER! : TOUGH LANDING . 

b 


WAY BACK ... HE WAS 
LOOKING FOR GUTSY GORMAN... 


AT THAT MOMENT, SKINNER HAD 
FOUND HIS PAL,GORMAN . . . 


PERISHERS...ALL 
RIGHT, QUICK 





GOOD OLD 
SKINNER! 
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| eur GORMAN HAD PAID FOR HIS MOMENT OF RELAXATION . . . THE WINDOWS IN THE 
LITTLE STREET WERE LIKE BLANK EYES WITH NO LIVING THING BEHIND THEM AS THE 
FIRING SUDDENLY CEASED. 


















“YOU SHOULD WORRY... YOU 
CLEANED UPA ROUND DOZEN OF ‘EM 
SINGLE- HANDED, 









DON'T TELL 
THE SKIPPER 
| LET'EM 
GET THE 
DROP ON 















SOMEHOW, SKINNER GOT GORMAN ON 


BUT EVEN WITH BOTH THEIR FIRST-AID KITS, 
HIS BACK 


SKINNER COULD NOT STAUNCH THE WOUND 
IN GORMAN'S SIDE. 











DOC VERNEY'S 
DOWN THE LANE 
WITH HIS AID POST 
... | SAW HIM, 


A 








ULL BE ALL RIGHT INA 
MOMENT... LEAVE ME 
HERE AND Gin 
FIND THE 
OTHERS... 






\'M NOT 
LEAVING YOU, 


Taken by Storm 31 


BUT THE DOC DID NOT NEED TO TAKE MORE 
THAN A GLANCE AT GORMAN. 


I'M SORRY, 
SKINNER... 










DOC VERNEY, UNSCATHED FROM HIS 
PARACHUTE JUMP HAD SET UP A MAKE-SHIFT 
DRESSING- STATION. 







Y 
rLL DO 
WHAT | CAN 








DOC VERNEY SAW SKINNER'S FACE CONTORT WITH 
HATE... ACOLD FURY AGAINST AN ENEMY THAT 


URREN D H i "LL BE GOING, DOC... 
SURRENDERED AND THEN KILLED "VE GOT A LOT T0 DO 


TONIGHT... 











I'LL TELL YOU SOMETHING FUNNY, 
DOC.,.THIS BATTALION WASN'T MEANT 
TO COME TO NORMANDY TONIGHT... 
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1GOT A RADIO SIGNAL SAYING RETURN 
YO BASE IMMEDIATELY AS THE 
SKY RATS’ LANDING 
WAS CANCELLED. 
THEN | WAS 
SHOT DOWN. 


600D GRIEF! ALL THOSE '¥ 
DEATHS FOR NOTHING... § 
AND MORE TO COME! 


IT'S SLADE! 
THE SIGNAL HE 
TORE UP BEFORE WE STARTED 
WAS THE CANCELLATION 
MESSAGE! 
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THEY BROUGHT THE WOUNDED IN, AND VERNEY COULD NOT HIDE HIS 
FIERCE ANGER AGAINST SLADE. 


















BY HEAVENS! 
HOW YOU MUST GLORY IN DEATH, 
SLADE! YOU'LL BE COURT-MARTIALLED 
WHEN THIS !S 










MAYBE... MAYBE NOT! BUT TWENTY THOUSAND 
MEN LANDING ON THE INVASION BEACHES AT DAWN 
RA WILL HAVE AN EASIER PASSAGE BECAUSE | 

IGNORED THOSE ORDERS, DOC! 


SLADE LEFT ORDERS FOR THOSE OF HIS WOUNDED WHO COULD STILL 
FIGHT TO FIND THEIR WAY TO THE R.V. WHEN THEY HAD RECEIVED 


TREATMENT. ane 
5 YOU CHAPS ARE FINISHED 
W MLN) (WITH FIGHTING FOR TONIGHT, 
rit K BARNEY. . . YOU ALL NEED 
‘ = 


MEDICAL ATTENTION... 
LH | 


BE GETTING AFTER 
THE SKIPPER, THE 
BIG 'DO’ IS JUST 

STARTING. 
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Chapter 3. Killer’s Carnival 


THE GERMAN AREA COMMANDER AT CHATEAU DE ST. MOSELLE TOOK at 
HIS TENTH PHONE CALL IN AS MANY MINUTES. BE 


ITN SEY 
S FURTHER Ae 
REPORTS OF 


Wel our successes, ly 
% SIR:...3 






— 
FROEBEN HERE. ~~ PDEs 
BY YES, HERR GENERAL ...THE WS eo 
BRITISH PARATROOPERS WHO ap 
LANDED ARE NOW BEING 
HUNTED DOWN. 





















yy 


a 
a 


ROT 





TO MAJOR-GENERAL VON FROEBEN, ff 
PROMOTION SEEMED CLOSE . . . 





WE HOLD THE GATEWAY + & — THEY SEEM TO BE 
TO FRANCE, MAJOR, AND r GATHERING NEAR VALLERE 
TONIGHT WE HAVE SLAMMED 4 ++» WHERE THERE IS ‘ 
IT IN THE FACE OF THE BRIS A FAIRGROUND. 
BRITISH. WHERE ARE.THEIR ps 
SCATTERED UNITS 


pL B 


Lay 
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THE FIRST TWO SKY RATS HAD ALREADY REACHED THE "TISA 
BATTALION’S RENDEZVOUS AT YALLERE. CARNIVAL 
“ui TOGREETUS, ;aeaem 
O'MALLEY! 























FAITH, 
BUT IT'S JERRY 
VOICES | HEAR, 
RILEY. Be HEN 


ih 
<a 


NEITHER RILEY NOR O'MALLEY HAD SEEN ANY OTHER SKY RATS SINCE THEY HAD LANDED. 
BUT THEY WERE CONFIDENT THEIR BATTALION WOULD SOON JOIN THEM AT THE 
RENDEZVOUS. 
THEY'RE SEARCHING 
A PATROL OF THE BOOTHS .-.. 


THE SPALPEENS! & WE'LL CATCH 'EM 
BENDING. 
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RILEY WENT ONE SIDE OF THE FAIRGROUND AND O'MALLEY THE OTHER 





WHAT 
BETTER COVER 


THAN THIS FOR Frakes 
AN AMBUSH? fasessiy SOMETHING 
"1 MOVES DOWN } 





RILEY STEPPED CAUTIOUSLY BACK AS THE MOON CAME 
OUT, AND THE SWING DOORS GAVE BEHIND HIM. 


HORNED TOAD! 
AM | GOING 
MAD? 
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FROM OUTSIDE CAME A SUDDEN CLATTER.OF GUNFIRE, WITH O'MALLEY'S 
STEN STUTTERING DEFIANCE AT - 
GERMAN RIFLES. E BEJABBERS! ITS 
f ME OWN REFLECTION 
IN A DISTORTING 


i'VE GOT 
TO GETOUT... 
AND QUICK! 
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RILEY BURST HIS WAY INTO THE NEXT ROOM .. . 


BSS 6 ORS A JERRY H.0. 
S °.. BUT IT 
8 CAN'T BE! 
Pag IGS 
4 3 


my 








3 oR = n= DA , i 
wy ey Td, ; 
i A yr f a 
HE PLUNGED BERSERK THROUGH THE MIDDLE OF THE SILENT, EERILY MOTIONLESS 
ASSEMBLY... 
f VON RUNSTEDT. . .ROMMEL! 
I'M IN A WAXWORKS HOOT: 
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THEY'VE GOT 
O'MALLEY! 


COME ON, 
THEY'RE TRYING 
TO CORNER SOME 





SKIPPER... } 
\IT’S RILEY! 
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AS RILEY JOINED THEM, THE VERY SKY 
SEEMED TO SPLIT APART . . 


Te a Z 
RES “1 3 Z 
SE Hs ~~ &£ 27 THERE'SA € 
> < 4 E -f MASS OF MEN ¥ 
PLASTIC AND ‘ 4 j pz COMING uP 


A PENCIL FUSE JRF ~ z A 
y ; “eZ. BEHIND US, 
DID THAT! . a \ stitree! /| 


A BIRD-CALL, LOUD AND CLEAR, CAME FROM THE 
VINEYARDS SKIRTING THE FAIRGROUND S90 THEY'RE NOT 
. P JERRIES...1T'S 
ALMOST THE WHOLE 


OF ‘C'COMPANY! 


THEN WE ATTACK 
AS PLANNED... 
A COMPANY OF SKY 
RATS ARE ENOUGH 
TO BLAST THE DEVIL 
HIMSELF OUT OF 
HELL. 
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SLADE HELD A HURRIED “ORDERS GROUP”. THEN CAME THE APPROACH MARCH TO THEIR 
FIRST OBJECTIVE THE DEADLY CONCRETE MUSHROOM OF THE GERMAN ISOMM. GUN. 


WE'RE HERE BECAUSE é 
THAT GUN COULD HALT THE 
BRITISH DIVISIONS THAT 
WILL BE ON THE BEACHES 
AT DAWN. US THE ‘GO’ 
AND WE'LL GET 
YOU THE GUN, 
sir! 


aw 
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BUT THAT MOST DESIRABLE FAVOUR THE WAR 
GODS CAN BESTOW . . . SURPRISE BY NIGHT 
. .. WAS WITHHELD FROM THE SKY RATS. . . 


PHONE OBERST SCHWAR 
AT THE GUN POST. TELL 
HIM SOME BRITISH 
PARATROOPERS HAVE 
SLIPPED OUR NET AND 
ARE IN HIS AREA 


ON THE PHONE 
NOW, HERR 
GENERAL... 


AGAINST ODDS LIKE 
THIS, SURPRISE MUST 
BE OURALLY... 


COLONEL SCHWARTZ, COMMANDER OF THE 
VITAL 150 MM. GUN EMPLACEMENT, GAVE HIS 
HOURLY SITUATION REPORT TO HIS AREA 
COMMANDER AT THE CHATEAU H.Q, THREE 
MILES AWAY. 


YES, ALL IS READY, GENERAL 
VON FROEBEN. WE AWAITA 
BRITISH ATTACK, THEN WE WILL 
DESTROY THEM / 


| CAN SEE 
THEM NOW... 
THEY COME! 


| 
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THEY'RE 


GOING! NO 
STOPPING 


THE SEARCHLIGHTS CAUGHT AND HELD 
THEM WHILE WITHERING BLASTS OF 
FIRE FROM THE FORT LASHED INTO 


THEIR RANKS. 
Dna ess OT} tl 
WE CAN'T STOP 


|; TILL WE REACH THE SHELTER 
, OF THE ROCKS FIFTY 


) YARDS AHEAD... i 








Li 
(See 
BS SSN 





THEY TOILED UPWARDS TO THE SHELTER OF 
THE ROCKS. . . AND ANOTHER DEADLY 
HAIL OF FIRE HIT THEM FROM THEIR FLANK 


SARGE “ BUT BENNETT 

MACHRAY AND HIS MEN ARE 

1S DOWN! THROUGH THE WIRE 
ON THE FAR 
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THE SURVIVORS OF THE FIRST CHARGE UP THE 
HILL COULD NOT STIR FROM THEIR NEW COVER, 
WITHOUT BRINGING THAT LEADEN ONSLAUGHT 
FROM THEIR FLANK 

RILEY AND 
ME JUST WORKED 
OUT A WAY WE 
COULD Do IT, 


f TWO VOLUNTEERS 
TO SILENCE THAT 








EVER SINCE GORMAN HAD DIED FOR 
SPARING HIS ENEMIES’ LIVES, 

SKINNER HAD NURSED HIS HATRED 
FOR ALL GERMANS. 










ALL RIGHT, SKINNER, 
YOU AND RILEY TRY 
YOUR PLAN... WE'LL 
GIVE YOU COVERING 


FIVE MINUTES LATER, RILEY COOLLY ROSE FROM THE ROCKS, NOT FIFTY YARDS FROM 
THE ASTONISHED GERMAN GUNNERS. BUT HIS CASUAL WAVE WAS NOT FOR THEM 


. . . IT WAS THE SIGNAL TO SKINNER. 


THERE...A 
BRITISHER! 


SIX OF THE 
NAZI SWINE. 
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AS RILEY FLUNG HIMSELF DOWN, FIRING 
AS HE FELL, SKINNER CHARGED, HIS 
GRIEF AT GORMAN’S DEATH UNLEASHED 
IN MURDEROUS FURY. 


IT'S TWO 
MEN ONLY, 
you FOOLS! 





THE DEADLY FLANK GUN WAS SILENT NOW . 


45 


SKINNER STOOD THERE IN THE SEARCHLIGHT 
GLARE UNTIL THE MAGAZINE OF HIS STEN 
GUN WAS EMPTIED. 


YP Six OF 
THEM ... | GOT 
THE Lor! 


> 
SKINNER, YOU CRAZY 
LOON ...GETUNDER COVER! 
YOU'VE DONE YOUR 





. . AND SLADE 


HEAVED HIMSELF UP FOR THE LAST DASH TO THE GUN 


EMPLACEMENT. 


SKINNER 
AND RILEY HAVE 
BOUGHT IT! 


THEY'VE MADE AN 
OPENING FORUS ... 
LET'S USE IT! 
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Chapter 4. The Price of Victory 


NOW THE SEARCHLIGHTS COULD NOT REACH THEM. 
CAPTAIN BENNETT HAD FIRED SMOKE CANISTERS 
CLOSE TO THE CASEMATE WALLS 

AND PARATROOPERS a 
STORMED INTO 
ITS COVER. 


46 

















OBERST SCHWARTZ IN THE GUN-ROOM, BRUSHED ASIDE A PERHAPS, 
MAJOR AND STARED THROUGH THE PERISCOPE HERR OBERST.., 
BUT THOSE THAT 


BLITZEN! | CAN SEE 
NOTHING BUT SMOKE. BUT Pa % b COMING ON! 
THERE CANNOT BE MANY c me 
B OF THE SWINE LEFT 
ALIVE. 
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OBERST SCHWARTZ STARED AS }F HYPNOTISED 

AS THE MILLS BOMB SAILED THROUGH THE SLIT 

AND THUDDED AT HIS FEET. rattle 
il { 


24 












SLADE, HALF-BLINDED BY SMOKE,KNEW 
ONLY THAT THE GREAT EMPLACEMENT 
WAS AHEAD. AS HE TUGGED THE PIN FROM 
AMILLS BOMB, A BURST OF MACHINE GUN 
FIRE RIPPED PASTHIM .. . HIMMEL! 
mn WE ARE 


DONE FoR! 


IT'S NOW 
-.. OR 
NEVER! 








THERE WAS A SEARING FLASH AND THE GUN-ROOM 
BECAME & DEATH CHAMBER. y 





SCHWARTZ, THIS IS 
GENERAL VON FROEBEN. 
SCHWARTZ ... ARE 


YOU THERE? 
G7 


Ge 


aaa e 
) 
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YELLING WAR-CRIES, CAPTAIN BENNETTS}j 
SUPPORTING PLATOONS STORMED INTO 


A SCRATCH, 
THAT'S ALL,BENNETT! 
BLOW THE BREECHBLOCK 
OFTHEGUN. THENWE |. ~ 
MAKE FOR FROEBEN'S (> 
CHATEAU H.Q. = 


DOC VERNEY, MOVING HIS AID POST TO A NEW FORWARD 
POSITION, WATCHED THE BATTLE-THINNED RANKS OF THE 
SKY RATS MOVING ON TO THEIR FINAL OBJECTIVE 


} ant y : 


THEY'LL NEVER 
TAKE THAT CHATEAU, 
boc... IT'SA 
BATTALION JOB. 
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AS THE FIRST LIGHT OF DAWN TOUCHED THE EASTERN Sky, 
VON FROEBEN STARED DOWN IN DISBELIEF FROM THE HIGH 
TURRET OF THE CHATEAU DE ST. MOSELLE. 


” THE PARATROOPERS! 
STILL THEY COME... BUT 
ONLY To DIE! SOUND 

THE ALARM! 


GENERAL'S ORDERS 
+++ ALL PERSONNEL 
TO STAND TO THEIR 


SLADE DIVIDED HIS MEN INTO TWO PARTIES, ANDTHE 
ATTACK.BEGAN ACROSS THE CASTLE GROUNDS .. . 
IN PEACETIME, THE SUMMER 
RESORT OF HOLIDAY- MAKERS. 


GIVE COVER FIRE 
TO THE SCALING 
PARTY! 


PICK THEM 
OFF AS THEY 


r 4\ 


> 
“1: 


WAS 
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FROE BEN GALVANISED HIS DEFENDERS INTO FURIOUS ACTION. THE 
CHATEAU MUST NOT FALL TC SO FEW OF THE BRITISH PARATROOPERS. 


HURL THEM BACK! 
THEY ARE FLESH AND BLOOD 
++. NOT SUPERMEN! 








ALWAYS 
THEY COME 


OUTSIDE, SLADE WAS EVERYWHERE, GOADING, 
EXHORTING, SPURRING HISMENON . . . 


LUMME! SOTHIS 
IS WHERE THE FRENCHIES 
COME ON BANK 4 
HOLIDAYS! z TAKE THE LAST 
¢ OF THE PLASTIC, ABIE, 
AND 3LOW THE 
POSTERN DOOR! 
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FROEBEN'S EYES NARROWED AS HE SAW THE BURLY FIGURE 
CROUCHED AT THE POSTERN DOOR 


KILL THAT 
PARATROOPER... 
BEFORE HE BLOWS 

DOWN THE DooR/ 





YOU'RE WANTED iN 
THE RADIO ROOM, HERR 
GENERAL... THE HIGH ¥@ 
COMMAND HAVE PuT You BH 
IN CHARGE OF THE A 
WHOLE NORMANDY 


IN EVERY BATTLE THERE ISA CRISIS POINT WHENA 
COMMANDER KNOWS THAT THE DECISIVE MOMENT 
BETWEEN VICTORY AND DEFEAT IS AT HAND. 


GET THAT 
Jerry! }/ 
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A® ABIE SCRAMBLED BACK TO HIS COMRADES, 
THE CENTURIES OLD MASONRY FLANKING 
THE POSTERN SHUDDERED TO THE CHARGE 
OF PLASTIC EXPLOSIVE. (ae 





SLADE LED THE LAST OF THE SKY RATS INA HEADLONG CHARGE 
THROUGH THE SMOKE AND DEBRIS 
INTO THE INNER COURTYARD . 


THIS 1S ALL THAT'S 
LEFT OF THEM! WILL YOU 
LET TWENTY MEN BEAT YOu 
... MOW THEM DOWN! 
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IN- THE TURRET RADIO ROOM, GENERAL VON FROEBEN WAS DICTATING 
A MESSAGE FOR HIS RADIO OPERATOR TO TRANSMIT. 


Op 





EVERYTHING ISAS | -& 

| PREDICTED ... FIRST THE ; 

PARATROOPERS .. . THEN : gene’ 
THE INVASION FLEET! : 


CALLING You, 
SIR... 


FROEBEN CHECKED THAT HIS PISTOL WAS DOC VERNEY, HIS AID POST SET UP INA 
FULLY LOADED .. . GAMEKEEPER'S HUT, HEARD THE 


HIDEOUS CLAMOUR OF THE BATTLE 
THE BRITISH SEND A FINAL MESSAGE, SUDDENLY DIE eee 


ARE COMING OPERATOR. SAY, THE es 
UP THE STAIRS, ENEMY ARE WITHIN OUR LOOK, DOC, THE SUCCESS 
HERR GATES... BUT 3 SIGNAL! THE SKY RATS 
GENERAL! WE SHALL HAVE DONE IT... THEY'VE 

FIGHT TO THE f= OVERRUN THE JERRY HQ! 
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SLADE LEAPED FOR THE STEPS LEADING INTO THE 
edict BARNEY AND ABIE AT HIS HEELS 







WHERE NEXT, 
SKIPPER? 










THE GERMANS WERE RALLYING AFTER 
THE SHOCK OF THE BREACH OF THEIR 
DEFENCES. re3 


THE ORDER 
ee 
VON FROEBEN! 


. GET 





SLADE CRASHED THROUGH DOUBLE DOORS 
Nits BANQUEUING HALL, ABIE STILL WITH 
HI 


THE BIRD'S FLOWN, 
SKIPPER! THERE'S 
NO PERISHING 
GENERAL HERE! 
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VERNEY WENT WITH 71iE BRIGADIER 
AND THE CAPTURE:> GERMAN. STAFF 
CAR TOOK THR** TOTHE CHATEAU... 





“THEN VERNEY HEARD A FAMILIAR 
VOICE . . 






NO-ONE'S COME OUT 1 WANT TO TELL HIM 
SINCE THEY TOOK IT, | AND HIS SKY RATS 
SIR, COLONEL SLADE / THAT THANKS TO THEM, 
MUST STILL BE THE OTHER AIRBORNE 
IN THERE... » BATZALIONS CA 
¥2), HOLD THE ENTIRE 







IT's 
DOC VERNEY, 
ISN'T IT? WHERE'S 





TLL TELL YOU SOMETHING, DOC VERNEY. WE KNOW 
COLONEL SLADE IGNORED A WAR OFFICE MESSAGE 
COMING HERE LAST NIGHT. BUT THE MESSAGE THEN 
WAS SENT TO HIM BY MISTAKE. . . IT WAS SLADE DID 
MEANT FOR ANOTHER Ze oO_RIGHT! 
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OVER THE CHATEAU HUNG THE SILENCE OF DEATH, AND 
THE BRIGADIER'S STAFF MAJOR STARTLED VERNEY WITH 
HIS SHOUT . 















y~ COLONEL SLADE! 
BRIGADIER'S COMPLIMENTS, 
HE'S IN THE 
S COURTYARD! 










THEY'RE DEAD 
... ALL DEAD! 


ALL THROUGH THE SHATTERED GERMAN H.9. 
THE DEAD . . . THE SKY RATS AND THEIR ENEMIES. 


SLADE... -\° Bie uae? IT'S BARNEY... 
WHERE ARE YOU? i Rays A, FOR HIM, T00, THE 
: LAST SERENADE... 
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AT LAST THEY CAME UPON SLADE . 
° THE CHATEAU'S 

RRR ON FIRE, SIR! 

9.9 


GOODBYE, SLADE... 
YOU WERE A MAN AMONG 
MEN. YOU AND YOUR SKY 
. RATS WILL NEVER BE 

FORGOTTEN . 





Ei 
F jp “fF ue? 
Stan IEE 
rea ale- Ke 


AS THE ALLIED INVASION FORCES MARCHED INLAND FROM THE BEACHES, SO 


LOOKED WONDERINGLY AT THE BURNING CHATEAU, 
AND THE BRIG AND THE M.0. WHO WATCHED IT. 


y ; = 
| CAN'T BELIEVE F IT ISN'T! MEN LIKE 
THAT THIS IS THE LAST 
proed phd iad THEM NEVER DIE... THEY 
+++ Z1 LIVE AGAIN IN THOSE WHO 
FOLLOW AFTER THEM... 





58 Taken by Storm 


ANID YERNEY KNEW THE BRIG WAS RIGHT . . . THAT IN THE 
GENERATIONS TO.COME THERE WOULD ALWAYS BE SOME WHO 
WOULD DARE TO SING THE SONG OF THE SKY RATS. 









vou waNT 70 BE A SKY RAT, BUD? 

U THINK YOU'D MAKE THE GRADE? 

YOU MUST BE BLOOMING CRAZY BUD, — 
TO PLAY OUR SERENADE : 


VOLUNTEER 
FOR 
BRITAIN'S AIRBOR 
FORCES 
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literary or pictorial matter whatsoever. 


ALSO ON SALE NOW 
FOR WAR THRILLS... ACTION... DRAMA... 


WAR PICTURE 
LIBRARY 


No. 209—DESERT DUEL No. 21I—COMRADES IN ARMS 


PICTURE 
t2RARY 
mean 


It was a battle of wits... with death The rules of war are harsh—but 
for the loser on the hot sands of a man must learn them to survive. 
the desert. 
ALSO ON SALE NOW :— 

No. 210—TO THE VICTOR 
Next month’s FOUR thrilling WAR PICTURE LIBRARY issues, on sale 
7th October, are :— 
No. 212—SOUND THE ALARM No. 214—ROUGH JUSTICE 
No. 213—WHERE DANGER No. 21I5—THE UNDEFEATED 

STALKS 





\\SLeg\— SEND ONE'fSTAMP 
‘ — You get back 











<~~"\ DIFFERENT STAMPS LUO 


dust look at this exciting offer! You get giant P- Ue STAMP SIZE 
collection of 116 all different genuine stamps. PORTRAITS OF THE 
Here are some highlights: TOGO-set of 2 , 

Yuri Gagarin Spaceman; CHAD-4 exotic Kings « Queens of England 
animal triangles; POLYNESIA-2 South Sea ht 

beauty queens; ALBANIA-set of 4 old im- e 
perforate “Double Eagles". MONACO-giant 
Lourdes diamond shape. (So far every stamp 
is in brilliant mint condition). 

Also: MALDIVES-U.N. Anniv.; new African 
country of RWANDI-Independence stamp 
with map (also mint). JAPAN-New Year. 
This splendid collection includes triangles, 
diamonds, imperfs. hard-to-get countries and 
many fascinating and unusual stamps and 
sets from all over the world. Grand total 116 
all different genuine stamps. ‘ 


FREE iF vou ORDER NOW, 42 STAMP SIZE 
PORTRAITS OF KINGS OF ENGLAND SINCE 
WILLIAM THE CONQUEROR. 
This fabulous showpiece cannot be 
obtained elsewhere at any price! 
ALL YOURS FOR JUST 1/- 
iN UNUSED STAMPS (OR POSTAL ORDER) 
TO INTRODUCE FAMOUS BARGAIN APPROVALS. 


Approvals are stamps sent for inspection and purchase. They ASK FOR 


are the easiest and most interesting way to build a collection 


at a low cost—and enjoy stamp collecting. But please tell your LOT P25 


parents you are answering this advertisement. 


BROADWAY APPROVALS. *°\Ohpon ses. 


e 
lenciose t/-. Rush me the 116 different stamps plus the 42 Portraits. Send a 
selection of bargain approvals for tree examination. 
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COUPON 
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